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TOM CARVER

WHERE THE HELL 
HAVE YOU BEEN?
Monty, Italy and one man’s incredible escape

In November 1942, two nights after the Battle of El Alamein, a young British 
army officer was captured. As the Nazis deliberated about what to do with 
him, Richard Carver had particular reason to be afraid: unknown to anyone, 
he was the stepson of Field Marshal Montgomery, the Allied Commander 
who had just inflicted the first serious defeat on the Third Reich...
 

This gripping story tells of Richard’s internment in a POW camp in northern Italy 

and of his subsequent escape. Having decided to risk making his way back to 

Allied HQ in the south, he embarked on a gruelling 500-mile journey through 

German-occupied territory, evading capture again and again and ultimately being 

saved by a family of brave Italian peasants who jeopardised not just their own 

lives but those of an entire village to hide him.

     In the winter of 1943, a year after he disappeared, he staggered back into 

Army HQ, to be greeted by his now famous stepfather with the words, ‘Where the 

hell have you been?’ 

     This is a great adventure story – a reminder of a lost age when, in the face 

of terrifying challenges, a generation rose to extraordinary feats of valour in the 

service of a cause greater than themselves.

Tom Carver was a long-time 

foreign correspondent with the  

BBC. He was latterly the BBC’s 

Washington Correspondent and  

continues to live in Washington  

working as a writer and consultant. 

He is the step-grandson of Field 

Marshal Montgomery.

Non-fiction
1st April
256pp 
£9.99
B format paperback
978-1-906021-92-4
World Rights: 
Short Books

 
‘An utterly compelling account of  
how one POW kept his identity secret 
from the Nazis and evaded capture, 
relying on the bravery and kindness  
of strangers. A terrific read.’   
Andy McNab

 
‘One man’s extraordinary odyssey  
of escape through wartime Italy:  
riveting and remarkable.’  
Ben Macintyre

 
Tom Carver’s excellent book gives us 
a better understanding why our most 
well known World War II General was 
the complex man he was.”  
General the Lord Guthrie

 
‘An escape story in the finest  
English tradition. Beautifully written 
and poignant to the end – deserves  
to become an instant classic.’  
David Loyn

 
‘This account is a gem. It reminds one 
of the gallantry and devotion to duty 
of a generation that has nearly left us.’ 
Patrick Cordingley, Commander  
of the Desert Rats, Iraq, 1991 

APRIL
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SIMON BARNES

THE HORSEY LIFE
A journey of discovery 
with a rather remarkable mare
 

‘All I can say is that there was something – right from the  
first. A stubby little mare, bright bay with remarkably large  
ears. A white star on her forehead shaped like Madagascar,  
and a huge arse...’

This is the story of an extraordinary relationship – and an extraordinary 

horse. When Barnes buys Dolly Dolores VII, he knows he has got  

something special. She is feisty, restless, mysterious – sometimes  

crazily unpredictable. But she is also, to her owner’s delight, a jumper  

of mesmerising poise and skill; she canters like a ballerina, gallops like  

a wild thing. 

Then, one day, Dolly does something so startling, so inexplicable  

that she brings her owner to breaking point. Barnes is faced with  

a terrible decision...

The Horsey Life is about a friendship pushed to its limits; but it 

is also filled with larks and joy – a book which takes you right to the  

heart of the world of horses and those that love them.  

Simon Barnes is the multi-award-

winning chief sportswriter for the 

Times. He is also a novelist, nature 

writer and horseman, and the author 

of a dozen books, including the  

bestselling How to be a Bad 
Birdwatcher and The Meaning of 
Sport (Short Books). He lives in 

Suffolk with his family.

Non-fiction
6th May
256pp 
£8.99
B format paperback
978-1-906021-94-8
UK and Commonwealth  
ex. Canada: Short Books
US & Foreign: 
Capel & Land

 

‘Truly illuminating...  
Simon Barnes  
understands what  
the horsey life  
is all about.’   
Monty Roberts

 
‘The Horsey Life is humorous, 
life-affirming, touching and 
enlightening. One for lovers  
of horses and happy endings.’  
Manchester Evening News

 
‘Barnes evokes the  
roller-coaster emotions of  
riding, the cocktail of fear  
and exhilaration, with poetic  
precision. The realisation that 
the partnership with the horse  
is not about domination or 
power but about trust has  
never been better described.’  
The Spectator

MAY

BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF 
HOW TO BE A BAD BIRDWATCHER
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SIÂN BUSBY 
McNAUGHTEN
The winter of 1843 is one of bitter strife for England. The nation is on the  

brink of ruin and revolution, the government struggling to stand firm against  

the rising chaos.

Out of this apocalyptic landscape emerges a young Scotsman, Daniel  

McNaughten. He has been on a journey, a descent into his own despair,  

mirroring the tribulations of society at large. His journey will end in London,  

with the death of an apparently innocent man.  One freezing day in January,  

he takes a shot at the Prime Minister’s Private Secretary, Edward Drummond,  

as he makes his way to Downing Street. The incident rocks the nation. 

Has the assassin perhaps mistaken Mr. Drummond for the Prime Minister,  

Sir Robert Peel? And who is this McNaughten? A dangerous political  

radical – possibly the agent of an entire network of revolutionaries – or a 

religious fanatic? Is he a lunatic, or merely a victim of the collective madness 

that surrounds him? 

Sian Busby’s debut novel is a breathtaking feat of historical scholarship, 

which takes you to the heart of the Victorian soul. As Daniel McNaughten  

goes on trial, the dark forces lying beneath the surface of society threaten  

to break loose and overturn the very order of things. Suddenly, the nation’s  

sanity seems to be hanging on the destiny of one hapless individual.  

The verdict against him will change English law forever.  

SIån Busby is an award-winning writer, broadcaster and 

film maker. She is married to the BBC Business Editor, 

Robert Peston, and has two children. She lives in 

North London.  

Fiction
6th May
448pp 
£7.99
B format paperback
978-1-906021-88-7
UK & Commonwealth 
ex Canada: 
Short Books
US & Foreign Rights: 
ICM/Curtis Brown

‘McNaughten has an 
intricacy and sentimentality 
worthy of Dickens and a  
satirical eye as sharp as 
Thackeray’s... 

A gripping thriller,  
rich, clever, absorbing and  
extremely hard to fault... 
with a plot that shocks with  
an extraordinary twist.’  
The Times 

‘Written with verve, Sian Busby 
infiltrates the heart and soul of 
the Victorian world, which  
uncannily parallels our own.’ 
Daily Telegraph

‘This ingenious fact-into-fiction 
novel makes a fine, marvellously 
readable, melodramatic meal of 
the case that established the  

“McNaughten Rules”.’ 
Saga Magazine

 
 

WATCH THE MCNAUGHTEN TRAILER 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEPGCWpD5CA>
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